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Rainforest Action Network Responds to Asia Pulp and Paper’s New Forest Commitments

If implemented, APP’s new commitments could mark a milestone for Indonesia’s communities
and endangered forests. Serious concerns about human rights violations and APP plans to build
world’s largest pulp mill remain.

SAN FRANCISCO-Controversial Singapore-based paper giant, Asia Pulp and Paper (APP),
today announced a new “Forest Conservation Policy” to undertake environmental and social
reforms to its business practices. This comes on the heels of almost 100 international corporate
customers cutting contracts or stepping away from APP paper products, most notably Disney,
Staples, and Mattel, after responding to criticism about the paper company's role in harming
Indonesia’s endangered rainforests and communities. APP is the largest paper company in
Indonesia and one of the largest in the world.

"Though we welcome APP's new rainforest commitments as a milestone, the hidden story here is
the controversial paper giant’s long history of broken promises, land conflicts and human rights
violations across its operations,” said Lafcadio Cortesi, Asia Director for Rainforest Action
Network. “APP will not be seen as a responsible company in the marketplace until its new
commitments are implemented and resolve the devastating rainforest and human rights crises it
has caused in Indonesia.”

APP’s new forest commitment, which went into effect February 1, extends beyond lands
controlled directly by the company to cover its entire supply base — about half of APP’s paper
fiber comes from ‘independent’ suppliers. The company says it will also defer clearing and
conversion of natural forests and carbon-rich peatlands while conservation and carbon values are
assessed. In addition, the commitment acknowledges the company’s problems associated with
land conflict, and recognizes indigenous and local community rights to land.

“Since building its pulp mills in Sumatra, APP has deforested an area of rainforest the size of
Massachusetts,” continued Cortesi. “APP has a long history of making and breaking
environmental and social commitments. The real proof of APP’s new commitment will be in how
it proceeds with current plans to build what could be the largest pulp mill in the world in South
Sumatra.”

In 2004, APP promised to protect High Conservation Value Forests (HCVFs) and reach “full
sustainability” as part of a legally binding US$6 billion debt “Master Restructuring Agreement”



with Western financial institutions and Export Credit Agencies. As of March 2012, APP still
remained in gross violation of this agreement.

Rainforest Action Network and its Indonesian partners are currently tracking dozens of cases of
ongoing conflict between Asia Pulp and Paper, its wood suppliers and local communities across
the Sumatran provinces of Jambi and Riau alone. (Raw data and background information on these
cases are available on request.)

In one example, which is representative of countless others, members of the Senyerang village in
the Jambi Province of Sumatra have been embroiled in high-tension conflict with APP affiliate
PT. WKS for many years. PT WKS cleared community gardens and forcibly displaced dozens of
families. When the community took action to block log barges from reaching its pulp mill in
November of 2010, police were called in and a community leader was shot dead. The land
conflict and human rights violations in Senyerang remain unresolved and the community released
a press release with an update on the conflict just last week. (View an English-translated version
here, and a listing of grievances against PT WKS here.)

Rainforest Action Network has campaigned since 2009 to pressure APP to reform its destructive
practices, including working with ten of the top publishing companies in the US to cancel
contracts with APP until the company ends its central role in Indonesia’s deforestation crisis.

Indonesia is home to some of the most biologically diverse forests in the world but it also has one
of the world’s highest rates of deforestation. The Indonesian government estimates that more than
a million hectares of rainforests are being cleared every year. Logging for pulp, along with the
expansion of palm oil plantations, is a leading driver of this destruction. Indonesia is now listed as
the third largest greenhouse gas emitter in the world, after the US and China. An estimated eighty
per cent of its emissions come from the conversion of peatlands and other natural forests.

APP’s new commitment comes at a critical moment for Indonesia’s forests. The two-year
moratorium on deforestation decreed by President Yudhoyono in 2011 expires in May this year.

For more information on APP, please visit: http://understory.ran.org/2012/12/15/app-the-most-
destructive-company-in-the-world/
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Rainforest Action Network runs hard-hitting campaigns to break North America’s fossil fuels
addiction, protect endangered forests and Indigenous rights, and stop destructive investments
around the world through education, grassroots organizing, and non-violent direct action. For
more information, please visit: www.ran.org
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